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Holding each other by the hand, they went to the main
street. The moon shone so brightly that it might have been
day. They came to a lane leading eastwards from the street.
In the middle of it was a house with white double doors. The
Lady of the Vase pointed to it. "That is the house/' she said.
She loosed her hand from his, and ran in. Hsi-men dashed
forward to stop her,
Then he awoke. It was a dream. The moon was still shining
upon the window; the flowers cast a deeper shadow than
before. He passed his hand over the bed-clothes. There was
a pool upon them that seemed to show that all had not been
in his imagination. He could still smell the delicate scent of
her body upon the bed, and the lips which she had kissed
were still sweet. He was very sad, but restrained his sobs.
There was no sleep for Hsi-men Ch'ing. He longed for the
day to break. At last, when dawn was near, he began to doze.
The next morning, Captain Ho sent his own servants to
help Hsi-men to dress, and himself came early to call upon
him. They drank tea and breakfasted together.
"Why does his Excellency not come?'7 Hsi-men asked.
"He went to the court before it was light/' Captain Ho said.
They were served with gruel; then with pies stuffed with
forcemeat, and soup of chickens' brains. They called for their
horses, put on their ceremonial dress and went to the Ministry
with their servants following. When they came out, Captain
Ho went home, but Hsi-mfin went to the Hsiang Kuo temple
to visit the Abbot, Chih Ytin. The Abbot entertained him
with monastic fare, but Hsi-mSn Ch'ing would only eat one
cake and gave the rest to his servants. Then he went away,
passing through the main street on his way to Secretary Ts'ui's
house to see Hsia. They went through the Tsao Fu Lane.
Half-way down it, he saw a house with white double doors
exactly like the one he had seen in his dream. An old woman
was selling bean-curd near by, and Hsi-men told Tai An to
ask her who lived in that house. "It is General Yuan's house,"
the old woman said.
Hsi-ni£n Ch'ing sighed with curiosity and amazement. He
came to Secretary Ts'ui's house. Hsia was setting out to pay
a call. He immediately ordered his servant to take the horses
away, and took Hsi-men Ch'ing to the great hall Hsi-m£n

